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GPN-GL21  Purchasing Guidelines for

Laundry and Dishwashing Soaps and Detergents

Green Purchasing Network (GPN)

1. Scope
These guidelines list important environmental and social aspects to be considered when purchasing

synthetic detergents for laundry and dishwashing, as well as soaps (including combination soaps).

2. Guidelines?
When purchasing soaps and detergents for laundry and dishwashing, the following points should be
taken into account in order to select products with the lowest possible environmental impact and

with consideration for social aspects.

(1) Use of raw materials that take environmental and social aspects into account

(2) Disclosure of the product’s biodegradability and the method used to confirm it

(3) Availability of information on substances subject to the PRTR system

(4) Use of only appropriate preservatives, fragrances, and colorants, and in appropriate amounts

(5) Efforts to reduce the environmental impact of packaging and containers

3. Information Requirements?
® Use of microcapsules

® Carbon footprint and carbon offset

* Products that fall under the categories of “Detergents for household or furniture use” and “bleaches
for clothing, kitchen, or household use” under the Household Goods Quality Labeling Act, as well as
those subject to the Act on Securing Quality, Efficacy and Safety of Products Including
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices (the PMD Act) , are not included in the scope of these

guidelines.

* These guidelines will be revised as necessary in response to changes in social circumstances and

new findings.

Established March 19, 2020
Revised on March 13, 2025

1 Important measures for reducing environmental impact that should be prioritized when choosing products.
2 Items that are not yet regulated or legislated but can serve as references as advanced initiatives or initiatives expected to become
more widespread in the future.
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